Step-by-Step Process for First-Time Homebuyers
1. Get pre-approved
Before looking at homes, speak with a lender and get pre-approved. This helps you understand your budget and shows sellers you are a serious buyer. A good lender can get you a letter within 48 hours.
2. Choose a Real Estate Agent
Work with a trusted real estate agent (me) who can guide you through the process, answer your questions, and help protect your best interests. 
3. Start Your Home Search
Once you know your budget, begin looking at homes that fit your needs, location, and price range. Your Agent can do this for you with any criteria 
4. Tour Homes
Visit homes in person to get a better feel for the layout, condition, neighborhood, and overall fit. 
5. Make an Offer
When you find the right home, your agent will help you write and submit a strong offer to the seller. More goes into an offer than just the sales price.
6. Go Under Contract
Once your offer is accepted, the home goes under contract and the next steps begin.
7. Schedule the Home Inspection
A home inspection helps identify any potential issues with the property before moving forward. Inspection is an upfront cost you pay for, often $400-$800, and happens within the first 5-7 days of the seller accepting your offer. 
8. Review the Inspection and Negotiate Repairs
After the inspection, you can review the findings and decide whether to request repairs, credits, or other changes. No home repair free, working with an agent who can tell you what to look for is key. 
9. Complete the Appraisal and Loan Process
Your lender will order an appraisal and continue reviewing your loan documents to make sure everything is ready for closing. If the appraisal falls below the sales price, you can ask the seller to reduce the price at which the lender is able to lend the home for. 
10. Final Walkthrough
Before closing, you will do a final walkthrough to make sure the home is in the expected condition. This is usually the day before or day of closing. 
11. Closing Day
You will sign the final paperwork, get the keys from the seller, and officially become the homeowner.
